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Background info 

The Helsinki Commission decided at its 2010 Ministerial Meeting in Moscow to establish an ad hoc HELCOM 

Expert Group to update and review the existing information on dumped chemical munitions in the Baltic Sea 

(HELCOM MUNI). 

This document informs that the HELCOM MUNI report “Chemical Munitions dumped in the Baltic Sea” has 

been published in the HELCOM Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings series as BSEP 142. The report is an 

update of the 1994 and 1995 HELCOM CHEMU reports on chemical munitions dumped in the Baltic Sea. The 

HELCOM MUNI report was submitted as background information to the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen 

Ministerial Meeting. 

The report presents the latest available knowledge on dumping activities of the past, the state of these 

materials, and the potential threat to the marine environment and humans. Some of the main findings and 

recommendations listed in the report are summarized in this document. 
 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 

 

  

http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP142.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/1994%20Report%20on%20Chemical%20Munitions.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/CHEMUFinalReport1995.pdf
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Publication of the HELCOM MUNI report on Chemical munitions dumped in the Baltic Sea. 

The ad hoc HELCOM Expert Group to update and review the existing 

information on dumped chemical munitions in the Baltic Sea (HELCOM MUNI) 

prepared a report on “Chemical munitions dumped in the Baltic Sea”, which is 

an update of the 1994/1995 reports of the ad hoc Working Group on Dumped 

Chemical Munitions in the Baltic Sea (HELCOM CHEMU). The new report re-

adjusts formally drawn conclusions and recommendations in order to 

adequately reflect the current state of knowledge. 

With increasing utilization of the seafloor for economic purposes, the risk of 

encountering of various underwater objects is growing. Risks of unintentional 

catches of chemical warfare materials are still present for the crews of fishing 

vessels operating in the vicinity of dumping areas and in certain areas of 

concern in the southern Baltic Sea beach visitors are at potential risk of getting burns from coming into 

contact with white phosphorus.   

Highlights from the report: 

- Approximately 40,000 tonnes of chemical warfare materials were dumped in the Baltic Sea at the 

end or immediately after World War II. The total amounts of warfare agent mixtures contained in 

those materials might be slightly higher than previously estimated.  

- The amount of active chemical warfare agents has decreased, compared to the early 1990s reports, 

mainly because of corrosive disintegration of munitions casings, causing the release and thus 

possible degradation of chemical warfare agents. In addition, a small amount of warfare materials 

has been removed (e.g., caught by fishermen and destroyed by the authorities).  

- Chemicals originating from chemical warfare materials can to a limited extent spread from the 

disposal sites of the containers due to natural and anthropogenic processes.  

- Little is known about the magnitude of the effect of different chemical warfare agents and the 

degradation products on marine organisms. 

 

Recommendations of HELCOM MUNI (2013) 

Contracting Parties are recommended to:  

 Carry out, support and facilitate historical research in national and international archives, especially to undertake efforts to 
get access to still classified documents of relevance e.g., in the archives of the WWII Allies. 

 Carry out, support and facilitate technical research, e.g., within international projects, in known and suspected areas using 
technology specifically suitable for the task. 

 Share detailed information about findings both within and outside the Baltic Sea region, taking into account the UN GA 
Resolution A/RES/65/149. Furthermore, it is advisable to investigate dumpsites bordering the Helsinki Convention area, e.g., 
the dumpsite off Måseskär. 

 Support and facilitate the development of suitable analytical methods and building of analytical capability. 

 Support and facilitate the development of suitable guidelines for performing surveys and testing methods. 

 Support and facilitate the development of suitable instruments and methods for site-specific risk assessments. 

 Transfer procedures and experiences for intentional recovery that exist under the provisions of current international legal 
instruments  

 Deploy response teams and, on their advice, consider re-location as an acceptable emergency measure. 

 Consider this report as a step in an on-going process and to establish a working process for periodical updates after 
significant new information becomes available. 

 Support and facilitate the development and operation of such information portals and other relevant measures to increase 
public awareness. 

 Support and facilitate such national centres. 

 Carry out, support and facilitate the updating and development of suitable guidelines for all potentially affected groups. 

 Update sea charts to reflect the extensions of primary and secondary dumpsites and to ensure that no information is lost on 
nautical charts when the transition to Electronic Nautical Charts is made. 

http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP142.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/1994%20Report%20on%20Chemical%20Munitions.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/CHEMUFinalReport1995.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP142.pdf

